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and of his small advance in the work of paying off his debts. As far as we can judge, however* these were not his reflections. He was dreaming of the past year, the happiest year of his lift** because so much of it had been spent with Madam*-5 Hanska; and when his mind turned to more* practical subjects, he thought of various project* for buying the house which was to be their future-home, and of the way it should be decorated. Ill* mind dwelt constantly on these preparations for his married life; and he continued to correspond with Mery, and to entrust him with delicate* commissions which required much bargaining". At this Mery was not, according to his own account, very successful, as he remarks in an amusing letter to Balzac : " I call to witness all the marble false gods which decorate Lazardo's dark museum. I have neglected nothing to succeed with your message. I have paid indolent visits, I have taken, the airs of a bored 'agatho-phile,' I have turned my back on the objects of your desire. All my efforts have been in vain. They obstinately continue to ask fabulous prices." * In February, 1845,f Balzac had written cheerfully about the 30,000 francs for " Les Paysaiis " which he would obtain from the publisher, and the 10,000 from the journal; of the 15,000 francs which would come to him from " La Comedie
* Letters from the  collection  of the Vicomte   de Spoelbercli   iUi Lovenjoulj published in the Revue JBleue of December 5th., 1903. f " Correspondance/' vol. ii. p. 123,n March, and finished with the words, " Si la
